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Berea Lutheran Church 
Christmas Eve 

 
PRELUDE             “Christmas Carol Medley”                  
 
OPENING  HYMN              “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”            LSB 357 (vs. 1-3) 
 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

 
ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

 
3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times didst give the Law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 

 
Scene 1 - THE BEGINNING 

  

HYMN                              “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”              LSB 359 (vs. 1-3) 
 

1 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming, From tender stem hath sprung! 
 Of Jesse’s lineage coming, As prophets long have sung, 
It came, a flow’ret bright, Amid the cold of winter, 
 When half-spent was the night. 

 
2 Isaiah ’twas foretold it, The rose I have in mind; 

 With Mary we behold it, The virgin mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright, She bore to us a Savior, 
 When half-spent was the night. 
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3 This flow’r, whose fragrance tender, With sweetness fills the air, 
 Dispels with glorious splendor, The darkness ev’rywhere. 
True man, yet very God, From sin and death He saves us 
 And lightens ev’ry load. 

   
Scene 2 - THE PROPHETS 

 
 HYMN                           “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”         LSB 366 (vs. 1,3-4) 
  

1 It came upon the midnight clear, 
    That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth 
    To touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, 
    From heav’n’s all-gracious king.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
    To hear the angels sing. 

 
3 All you, beneath your heavy load, 

    By care and guilt bent low, 
Who toil along a dreary way 
    With painful steps and slow: 
Look up, for golden is the hour, 
    Come swiftly on the wing, 
The Prince was born to bring you peace; 
    Of Him the angels sing. 

 
4 For lo, the days have come to pass 

    By prophets seen of old, 
When down into the circling years 
    Came Christ as was foretold. 
His word of peace shall to the earth 
    God’s ancient promise bring, 
And all who take this gift will hear 
    The song the angels sing. 

 
Scene 3 - IN THE TEMPLE 
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HYMN                              “O Little Town of Bethlehem”              LSB 361 (vs. 1-2, 4) 
 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth, The everlasting light. 
 The hopes and fears of all the years, Are met in thee tonight. 

 
2 For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above 

 While mortals sleep, the angels keep, Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together, Proclaim the holy birth, 
 And praises sing to God the king, And peace to all the earth! 

 
4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 

 Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 
 O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 

 
Scene 4 - ELIZABETH AND MARY 

 
HYMN                                                 “What Child is This”                                       LSB 370 
 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
  
This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
2 Why lies He in such mean estate, Where ox and ass are feeding? 

 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here, The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you; 
    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 

 The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby; 
     Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
Scene 5 - OBEYING THE LORD 
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HYMN                                   “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                     LSB 379 (vs. 1-2) 
 

Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!  
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him, born the king of angels: (Refrain) 
 
(Refrain) 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
Highest, most holy, Light of light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
Son of the Father, Now in flesh appearing!   (Refrain) 

 

Scene 6 - BETHLEHEM 
 

HYMN                                  “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”                              LSB 374 
 

1 Gentle Mary laid her child, Lowly in a manger; 
There He lay, the Undefiled, To the world a stranger. 
Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Savior? 
Ask the saved of all the race, Who have found His favor. 

 
2 Angels sang about His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him; 

Heaven’s star shone brightly forth, Glory all around Him. 
Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, Heard the angels singing; 
All the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ringing. 

 
3 Gentle Mary laid her child, Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the Undefiled, But no more a stranger. 
Son of God of humble birth, Beautiful the story; 
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glory! 

 
Scene 7 - ON A HILL 
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HYMN                               “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing”                           LSB  380 
 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
    Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the_angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  

  
Refrain 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

    Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the_incarnate Deity! 
 Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! Ref. 
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    Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die, 
  

 
Scene 8 - LET US SEE 

 
SONG                                         “Away in the Manger”                                   Children 
 

Scene 9 - SIMEON SEES THE PROMISE FULFILLED 
 
HYMN                                       “Joy to the World”                         LSB 387 (vs. 1, 3-4) 
 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
    Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
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3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 
    Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 
Scene 10 - WHY THE JOY? 

 
THE MESSAGE OF THE GIFTS 
 
CHRISTMAS PRAYERS 
 
OFFERING              

Lighting of the Candles 
 

Pastor: As the light of these candles illumines our faces, it symbolizes the light of 
Christ, seen in the child lying in the manger in Bethlehem, on the face of the 
Savior suffering our death on the cross, and soon to be revealed again when he 
comes from his throne on high.  He is our light here on earth and the eternal 
light who enlightens where there is no need of candle or sun. Rejoice on this 
night for the light of the world has come.  The light who makes us to shine with 
the brightness of his glory.   
C: With unveiled faces we reflect the Lord’s glory and are being made into his 
likeness with ever increasing glory which comes from the Lord.  
 

                                                  (Lighting of the Candles) 

(Note of caution:  The lit candle always stays upright.  
Those receiving should tip their candle to the lit one.) 
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P: You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do 
people light a lamp and then cover its light.  Instead they set the lamp upon its 
stand, set up high, so that it lights everyone in the house.  In the same way, let 
your light shine in the world, that people may see your good works and give 
praise to your father in heaven. 
 
CLOSING HYMN:                   “Silent Night, Holy Night”                              LSB 363 
 

Silent night!  Holy night!  All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child.  Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night!  Holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia, 
Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior is born! 
 
Silent night!  Holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 

 
May the Gift of Jesus have the central place in your heart and your home this 
night and forever!   
 

POSTLUDE                            

 

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!  

 
 
 
 

Christmas Day Worship Service 
9:00 am Christmas Day Communion Service 


